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SUBJ: MAT JAN WOMEN'S CONGRESS ACCEPTS NEW LEADERSHIP 

REF: 77 BAMAKO 5262 

1 . REPRESENTATIVES OP NATIONAL UNION OP MALIAN WOMEN (UNPM) 

MET DECEMBER 26-28 IN PIRST ORDINARY CONGRESS TO HEAR REPORTS 
PROM LOCAL UNIONS, TO EVALUATE NATIONAL PROGRAMS, AND, AS 
THEN-UNPM PRESIDENT MIRIAM TRAORE SUGGESTED IN HER OPENING 
SPEECH, TO BRING CONSTRUCTIVE JUDGMENT ON THOSE PLACED IN 
DIRECTION OP ORGANIZATION OVER PAST THREE YEARS. CONGRESS 
DELEGATES ACCOMPLISHED LATTER TASK BY VOTING IN ESSENTIALLY 

NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

2. ATMOSPHERICS. CONGRESS WAS WELL ORGANIZED, DELE- 
GATES SERIOUS, AND DISCUSSION OPEN AND LIVELY. NEIGH- 
BORING APRICAN STATES, SOVIET UNION, EAST GERMANY, AND 
KOREA SENT GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATES. WEST GERMANY AND 
UNITED STATES REPRESENTED BY PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS: ERG 
MY A REPRESENTATIVE OP COUNCIL OP GERMAN WOMEN, AND THE 
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UNITED STATES BY MS. MARY ANN PRENCH OP THE BLACK WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PUND. MS. PRENCH'S PRIENDLY 
DEMEANOR AND CORDIAL GREETING TO CONGRESS WELL RECEIVED. 

NORTH KOREAN DELEGATE, WIFE OP LOCAL AMBASSADOR, AND 
SOVIET DELEGATE GAVE IRRELEVANT, IDEOLOGICAL SPEECHES 
WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ATTACKED THE UNITED STATES 
POR DEVELOPING NEURTON BOMB. (AS RESULT, THIS EMBASSY 
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BOYCOTTED RECEPTION BY SOVIET AMBASSADOR FOR HIS DELE- 
GATE.) 

3. LEADERSHIP. CHANGE IN UNFM LEADERSHIP REPORTEDLY 
DECIDED BY RULING MILITARY COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL 
LIBERATION (CMLN) SOME WEEKS PRIOR TO CONGRESS BUT 
CAME AS SURPRISE TO MOST OBSERVERS. IT NOW APPARENT 
THAT CMLN ATTEMPTING TO INCREASE UNFM'S MANAGEMENT 
CAPACITY BY CREATING ADDITIONAL EXECUTIVE POSITION 
(ELEVATING MME TRAORE TO POSITION OF HONORARY PRESIDENT) 

AND BY REPLACING MME FATOU TALL, FORMER SECRETARY GENERAL, 
AND HER CLOSE ASSOCIATES. 

4. ALTHOUGH MME TALL HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN MOBILI- 
ZING WOMEN FOR VARIOUS POLITICAL EVENTS, HER LACK OF 
MANAGERIAL SKILL WAS NOTORIOUS, A PROBLEM OF WHICH 
UPPER LEVELS MALIAN ADMINISTRATION FULLY AWARE. FUR- 
THER, MME TALL WAS, OF LATE, NOT IN GOOD HEALTH. AT 
RECENT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE IN MOPTI, 

MME TALL, OBVIOUSLY AILING, EXERTED LITTLE LEADERSHIP, 

WHILE PRESENT PRESIDENT, MME SIRA SISSOKO DIOP, 

EMERGED AS MAJOR FORCE. MME DIOP HAS BROAD RANGE ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE EXPERIENCE, INTELLECTUAL STATURE SUITED TO LEADERSHIP 
ROLE, AND ACTIVE, PRAGMATIC BENT THAT BODES WELL FOR EFFECTIVE 
EMBASSY COLLABORATION WITH UNFM OVER NEXT THREE YEARS. 
GRANER 
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